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Click on any underlined text to access links with further information.

Watch for these icons throughout the toolkit that point out key tips to
save you time and costs.

This digital guide also functions as a checklist if you choose to print it.

Congratulations on taking this important step toward bringing your
business vision to life! We’re grateful you’ve chosen York County as the
home for your venture. 

We are FOCUSED on moving our region FORWARD with innovative
ideas towards a FUTURE where business can prosper. This digital toolkit
is crafted to guide you each step of the way, equipping you with valuable
insights, and resources essential for your business’s growth. 

Whether you need help with start-up guidance or strategies for expansion
in this area, consider us your trusted partner and advocate. As you
prepare to open doors, we’re eager to join you on your journey.

HOW TO USE THIS DIGITAL TOOLKIT

CONGRATULATIONS!CONGRATULATIONS!
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NICHIE PLACES YORK COUNTY 3RD BEST

COUNTY IN SOUTH CAROLINA

South Carolina Ranks No.3 Nationwide as
America’s Best State for Growing Businesses,

with a Strong Expanding Economy
Continue reading here 

Continue reading here.

WHY OPEN A BUSINESS IN YORK COUNTY? 
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https://www.niche.com/places-to-live/c/york-county-sc/
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Location & Zoning 

Small Business Tools & Tips

Step By Step To Creating A Business

Business Startup Checklist

I WANT TO START A
BUSINESS

A step-by-step list that helps entrepreneurs organize and
complete essential tasks when starting a business.

An in-depth guide for starting a business that provides a clear
roadmap detailed for the beginning phases.

A careful selection process for your business's physical
location that ensures compliance with local zoning laws
and regulations.

The establishment of key relationships with suppliers, clients, and
partners, along with the strategic selection of utilities for your
business.
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Plan Your Business

Register Your Business

Obtain Required Licenses and Permits

Set Up Financial and Tax Accounts

Secure Funding

Market and Launch Your Business
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Business Startup ChecklistBusiness Startup Checklist



Register Your Business

Choose a Business Structure: Decide on the structure
of your business that best suits you and the
businesses operations. See all structure options here.  

Create a Business Plan: Outline your business idea,
target market, financial plan, marketing strategy, and
operational structure. You can find the planning here. 

Research the Market: Research market trends, industry
competitors, customer needs, and your target audience.
View research gathering methods here. 

Create Your Business Plan

Select a Business Name: Make sure your business name is unique and not
already registered. Check availability on South Carolina’s business database.

Register with the South Carolina Secretary of State: For LLCs, corporations,
and partnerships, register your business entity through here.

File for a Federal EIN: Obtain an Employer Identification Number (EIN)
from the IRS for tax purposes to federally identify your business here.

Obtain Required Licenses and Permits
Business License: York County does not require a business license. If
located or planning to provide services within a city or town, you will
need to obtain a business license from each municipality.

Local Zoning Compliance: Ensure your business location complies with
York County zoning regulations. Map out your zoning location here. 
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York County does not require a
DBA filing but some banks or
institutions do. 

As a courtesy, York County’s
Clerk of Court will help meet this
requirement by filing an 
Assumed Name Certificate.

Steps to Starting Your BusinessSteps to Starting Your Business

Rock HillFort Mill Tega Cay York Clover

https://scbos.sc.gov/business-support/business-resources/research-and-funding/business-structures
https://scbos.sc.gov/business-support/business-resources/research-and-funding/business-plans
https://scbos.sc.gov/business-support/business-resources/research-and-funding
https://businessfilings.sc.gov/BusinessFiling/Entity/Search
https://sos.sc.gov/online-filings
https://sa.www4.irs.gov/modiein/individual/index.jsp
https://maps.yorkcountygov.com/v/index.html?viewer=omviewer
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2fwww.yorkcountygov.com%2f540%2fDocuments&c=E,1,MAWiTuV3t-Y6e6W3eCXfJZwIsNvlgV4IvhRFWzeqDq0aknPlP0mKDfHq4iwPoHxlgRJAQkAd5W9aWYaskTpsQvkh01jfH5ulYnNRHnI5dwnbSuio&typo=1
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/departments/planning-and-development/business-licenses
https://www.fortmillsc.gov/163/Business-Licensing
https://www.tegacaysc.org/1719/Business-License-Services
https://www.yorksc.gov/capital-program-management/page/business-license
https://www.cloversc.org/files/documents/document1480020923070822.pdf


Connect with York County’s network of businesses using the
Chamber’s directory.

Partnering with the York
County Regional Chamber
ensures access to key
resources for long-term
success and economic growth.

Build an online presence with consistent branding on website, social
media, and all digital assets. 

Host a launch event (ribbon cutting or grand opening) to establish your
brand locally.

Set Up Financial and Tax Accounts
Open a Business Bank Account (if needed): How do you open a
Business Checking Account? Contact any of our local financial
institutions for help.

Register for South Carolina Taxes: Register with the South Carolina
Department of Revenue for applicable state taxes towards your
business here.

Secure Funding
Explore Funding Options: such as personal savings, bank loans, SBA loans,
or willing investors. Learn more to clearly understand the total amount of
funds needed.
Research Local and State Grants/Programs: Be sure to explore available
incentive-based grants for more opportunities here. 

Market and Launch Your Business

Network locally by joining the Chamber to
access resources, build partnerships, and
enhance your business visibility. Explore the
event calendar here.

Advertise with local media, social media, or
online advertising to promote your business.
Learn Budget-Friendly Marketing Tips here.
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https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=Bank&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbXSwiUmFkaXVzIjoiMCJ9
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=Bank&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbXSwiUmFkaXVzIjoiMCJ9
https://dor.sc.gov/tax/registration
https://www.rockhillusa.com/business-support/incentives
https://www.rockhillusa.com/business-support/incentives
https://www.rockhillusa.com/business-support/incentives
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/calendar
https://www.yorkcountychamber.com/2024/12/09/budget-friendly-marketing-growth-tactics-for-small-teams-and-tight-budgets/


Contact the Planning and Zoning Department

for your desired zoning jurisdiction.

If you need assistance
please contact the

York County Planning
and Development

Services.

LOCATION & ZONING

 

We recommend that you provide the planning staff with thorough and
transparent plans. Their expert guidance depends on your clear vision, as
they will ask specific questions to help you navigate the necessary steps to
achieve your ground breaking as swiftly as possible.

Further your research on the property by conducting a Parcel
Search here.

York County                    (803)-909-7200
City of York                     (803)-684-2341 
City of Rock Hill              (803)-329-5590
City of Tega Cay              (803)-548-3153
Town of Fort Mill            (803)-547-2034
Town of Clover               (803)-222-9495

Select your designated zoning jurisdiction (County or City)
Ensure your business location complies with county or city/town
zoning regulations. Map out your zoning location here.

To prevent redundant expenses and save time, follow these steps when
purchasing/leasing property, contacting certified contractors, and acquiring equipment.

Contact the Planning & Zoning Department for your appropriate zoning jurisdiction

If you need assistance
please contact the

appropriate municipality
for zoning and

development questions.
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Do not confuse York County with the City of York. Similarly,
each jurisdiction as its own zoning regulations so be sure you
know where you are before you call.

Location & ZoningLocation & Zoning

https://www.yorkcountygov.com/165/Planning-Development-Services
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/165/Planning-Development-Services
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/165/Planning-Development-Services
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/165/Planning-Development-Services
https://experience.arcgis.com/experience/e827d330f20a4508aa6777bf2c0b94e3/page/Parcel-Search/
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/377/Zoning
tel:(803)-909-7200
https://www.yorksc.gov/planning-development/page/zoning-land-use
tel:(803)-684-2341
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/departments/planning-and-development/development-plan-review/development-regulations
tel:(803)-329-5590
https://www.tegacaysc.org/1881/Planning-Zoning
tel:(803)-548-3153
https://www.fortmillsc.gov/164/Codes-Ordinances
tel:(803)-547-2034
https://www.cloversc.org/pview.aspx?id=13112&catid=0
tel:(803)-222-9495
https://maps.yorkcountygov.com/v/index.html?viewer=omviewer


York County Regional Chamber of Commerce

The York County Regional Chamber of Commerce supports new and growing businesses
by offering advocacy, resources, and networking opportunities. As a key local
organization, they provide a range of professional services, events, and programs to help
businesses thrive at no cost to members.

Become a member of the YCRC to gain access to
a network of businesses within York County. 

Attend Chamber hosted events to create your
presence for the growth of York County, and your
own business. 

The more time you
invest into the

Chamber, the more
benefits will impact

your business! 

Increase your brand’s exposure through Chamber promotions,
sponsorships, and referrals while positioning your business as a trusted
part of the community.

Business Plan Template

Marketing Research Tools

The Small Business Development Center

Sign up for strategic business counseling here to receive
guidance on your current decisions and plan your business's
next steps.

Sign up for informational webinars on
a variety of small business topics, the
list and signup can be found here.

York County Regional Chamber of Commerce  

Build valuable relationships with local business leaders, potential customers,
and community partners through networking events, ribbon cuttings, and
member-exclusive opportunities.

Gain a voice in local and state policy decisions that impact your business,
plus access to resources, training, and expert guidance to help you grow.

Downloadable Tools:
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The York County Regional Chamber has over 600+ businesses within
their member directory, perfect for marketing your business!

Small Business Tools & TipsSmall Business Tools & Tips  

https://www.yorkcountychamber.com/
https://www.scsbdc.com/_files/ugd/41acff_49bfc0947cb64eba863670a705aa2db3.docx?dn=Business_Plan_Guide.docx
https://www.movingforwardsmallbusiness.com/wp-content/uploads/2021/12/The-Ultimate-List-Of-Market-Research-Tools.pdf
https://www.winthropregionalsbdc.org/
https://www.winthropregionalsbdc.org/business-consulting
https://www.winthropregionalsbdc.org/training
https://www.yorkcountychamber.com/
https://www.yorkcountychamber.com/


I WANT TO GROW

MY BUSINESS

Growing Your Small Business

Entities For Growth 

Growing your small business involves expanding your customer
base, increasing sales, and improving operational efficiency.

Accelerate your business growth through these entities,
partnerships, and networks.
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Use these checkboxes to streamline your business growth and avoid wasting
time and unnecessary expenses

Continue networking locally within York County to expand your business
identity. The York County Regional Chamber is a great place to connect with
other businesses. 

Take advantage of digital marketing opportunities for your business,
especially Search Engine Optimization (SEO) - get started here. 

Use SizeUp SC to connect with potential customers and suppliers, helping
you grow your business and expand into new geographic areas. 

Determine the target demographic of your consumer audience based
on your industry.

Utilize Local Resources 

To gather the necessary funding for your businesses growth, take
advantage of local funding. Find out more on US Grant. 

Gain knowledgeable insight on how to further grow your business from
professional consultations and strategic planners. Visit a consultant here. 

Access a wide range of businesses available throughout York County. Find
a directory of businesses on YCRC’s website.  
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Steps to Growing Your BusinessSteps to Growing Your Business

https://developers.google.com/search/docs/fundamentals/seo-starter-guide#promoting
https://sc.sizeup.com/
https://www.usgrants.org/south-carolina/small-business-grants
https://www.winthropregionalsbdc.org/business-consulting
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory


York County Economic Development 

Research the local commercial real estate market for your business’s next home. 

Book a consultation with EDC staff for general
business assistance and insight on the economy. 

Learn about potential programs available through
the EDC to support your business growth and
future goals. 

Join an industry e-newsletter for helpful resources &
modern insight.

 Department of Commerce: SizeUpSC

Evaluate your business performance against industry competitors using 
performance indicators for competitive benchmarking.

Identify and uncover potential customers, suppliers, and competitors to expand
your business into new geographic areas.

Determine the most effective geographic locations for advertising based
on your industry and the demographic profile of your target audience.

Ensure that your outside
research is gathered from
a validated and trusted
source for your
information. 

Ask the service company 
of choice if they fully
understand your goals.
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Organizations to Help You GrowOrganizations to Help You Grow

YCED Property Search (best for large industrial/office properties)

RHED Property Search (includes links to smaller office, retail, commercial.)

https://www.yorkcountyed.com/
https://www.yorkcountyed.com/
https://www.yorkcountyed.com/about/staff
https://scbizdev.sccommerce.com/find-resources/markets-and-competition
https://scbizdev.sccommerce.com/find-resources/markets-and-competition
https://sc.sizeup.com/
https://sc.sizeup.com/
https://sc.sizeup.com/
https://yorkcountyed.giswebtechguru.com/?sorting=featured&showpropertyonmap=true
https://linkprotect.cudasvc.com/url?a=https%3a%2f%2frockhillusa.giswebtechguru.com%2f%3fsorting%3dfeatured%26showpropertyonmap%3dtrue%26activebasemap2d%3dNavigation&c=E,1,4iUC8DVbylIxhS1PbCqLiufPIW-8ctWyRtwcfyWThkhwkPBPJb9L3EiTtachMUdrkzC4naUvMFmILO9Bg59nP56v5OXRnA2P51wHVBfkcoZmUolq04lfxQ,,&typo=1


South Carolina Small Business Development Center

Business planning support mentors help develop your business plans,
offering insights on structure, financial projections, and market analysis—
key elements for securing funding or expanding operations.

Workshops and seminars offer educational sessions on a variety of topics,
such as marketing, finance, and legal considerations, providing you with the
tools and knowledge needed to succeed.

Access to resources, including tools and templates for business
management, to help streamline operations, track performance, and
manage finances effectively.

Networking opportunities through events and workshops create chances for
your business to connect with other entrepreneurs, potential partners, and
local resources to foster growth.

Access free one-on-one mentoring with experienced professionals who
provide personalized guidance on business strategy, growth, and
overcoming challenges.

South Carolina SC.GOV
Learn about state tax obligations (e.g., sales tax, income tax, employee
withholdings) and how to register with the South Carolina Department of
Revenue (SCDOR).

Explore state-funded grants, loans, and tax incentives designed to help
businesses expand or start up.

Browse workforce development initiatives that offer training grants, subsidies, or
tax credits for businesses that hire or train workers.

Discover resources for small businesses seeking to do business with state
agencies, including procurement opportunities and compliance information.
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https://www.winthropregionalsbdc.org/
https://sc.gov/


I WANT TO RELOCATE

MY BUSINESS

Before You Buy

Buying Developed Property 

Buying Undeveloped Property

Evaluating key factors like the property’s condition, location,
market trends, and legal requirements ensures a smart purchase
that aligns with your business goals.

Buying developed property for your small business involves
selecting a location that meets your needs, ensuring it complies
with zoning laws, and evaluating its potential for growth and
profitability.

Buying undeveloped property involves purchasing land that is
not yet improved and requires planning and development to
meet your business needs.
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Click on the name of
where your business is

located for zoning
information

WAIT! Before signing a lease or purchasing a property, ensure that you've found a
location that meets the appropriate zoning and land use requirements for your business
that have been provided in this toolkit (page 9), and follow these steps.

If the zoning and land use of your preferred location do not permit
your type of business, ask about alternative options for the property
or consider selecting another suitable location that fits your
requirements.

Before finalizing payments submit a Safety Permit application to have
the property & land inspected before the purchase. Contact York County
Planning and Development permit services here. 

Confirm that your business aligns with the correct zoning designation regulations

A representative from the Planning and Zoning Department of your
business location will help you identify areas within your preferred
jurisdiction that are suitable for the type of business you wish to start.

For help finding property- view a list of real estate brokers here or a list
of commercial brokerage/development firms. 
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Before You Buy PropertyBefore You Buy Property  

York County                    (803)-909-7200
City of York                     (803)-684-2341 
City of Rock Hill              (803)-329-5590
City of Tega Cay              (803)-548-3153
Town of Fort Mill            (803)-547-2034
Town of Clover               (803)-222-9495

https://www.yorkcountygov.com/directory.aspx?did=50
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbIjM5NTgwMyJdLCJSYWRpdXMiOiIwIn0%3D
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbIjM5NTgwMyJdLCJSYWRpdXMiOiIwIn0%3D
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbIjM5NTk0NyJdLCJSYWRpdXMiOiIwIn0%3D
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/377/Zoning
tel:(803)-909-7200
https://www.yorksc.gov/planning-development/page/zoning-land-use
tel:(803)-684-2341
https://www.cityofrockhill.com/departments/planning-and-development/development-plan-review/development-regulations
tel:(803)-329-5590
https://www.tegacaysc.org/1881/Planning-Zoning
tel:(803)-548-3153
https://www.fortmillsc.gov/164/Codes-Ordinances
tel:(803)-547-2034
https://www.cloversc.org/pview.aspx?id=13112&catid=0
tel:(803)-222-9495


 

If your plans align with those listed above, you must contact York County
Environmental Health.  Avoidance of this step can result in lengthy delays to
project completion. 

Assess whether any alterations/modifications are required to the existing space

During inspection your Safety Inspector will advise and
recommend licensed general contractors, architects, or engineers
if  involvement is needed within your property.

 
Alterations can include electrical, mechanical, plumbing, HVAC,
alarm systems, and/or exterior additions. 

Should you involve YC Environmental Health or SC Department of Environmental Services ? 

Yes - if you are considering reliance of a well or septic tank on
property. 

Yes - if you plan to operate food service, mobile food unit, childcare,
nursing home, tattoo provider, or public swimming pool. 

If the previous use differs from your new intended use for the
space, you will need to apply for a “change of use” which will
require a safety inspection from York County Building Services -
Permit center and the jurisdiction’s Fire Marshall. 

After approval, the inspector assigned to your property will reach
out via phone to plan a first inspection. Be prepared to accept any
changes or recommendations to your property. 
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Buying Developed PropertyBuying Developed Property

Ensure that the property is zoned for your businesses intended use

https://www.google.com/search?q=York+County+SC+Enviromental+Healthdepartment&oq=York+County+SC+Enviromental+Healthdepartment&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQABgNGIAEMgoIAhAAGIAEGKIEMgoIAxAAGKIEGIkFMgoIBBAAGIAEGKIEMgoIBRAAGIAEGKIE0gEJMTM0MjhqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&lqi=Ci5Zb3JrIENvdW50eSBTQyBFbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsIEhlYWx0aCBEZXBhcnRtZW50SMKshtDlgICACFpAEAMQBBAFGAAYAhgDGAQYBSIueW9yayBjb3VudHkgc2MgZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbCBoZWFsdGggZGVwYXJ0bWVudJIBGHB1YmxpY19oZWFsdGhfZGVwYXJ0bWVudKoBhQEKCC9tLzBrdDUxEAEqIyIfZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbCBoZWFsdGggZGVwYXJ0bWVudCgAMh4QASIaDOfTVs91_UsIbtOIA4kyTdKjAgvLdr8lR-oyMhACIi55b3JrIGNvdW50eSBzYyBlbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsIGhlYWx0aCBkZXBhcnRtZW504AEA#rlimm=12963988743716987399
https://www.google.com/search?q=York+County+SC+Enviromental+Healthdepartment&oq=York+County+SC+Enviromental+Healthdepartment&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQABgNGIAEMgoIAhAAGIAEGKIEMgoIAxAAGKIEGIkFMgoIBBAAGIAEGKIEMgoIBRAAGIAEGKIE0gEJMTM0MjhqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&lqi=Ci5Zb3JrIENvdW50eSBTQyBFbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsIEhlYWx0aCBEZXBhcnRtZW50SMKshtDlgICACFpAEAMQBBAFGAAYAhgDGAQYBSIueW9yayBjb3VudHkgc2MgZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbCBoZWFsdGggZGVwYXJ0bWVudJIBGHB1YmxpY19oZWFsdGhfZGVwYXJ0bWVudKoBhQEKCC9tLzBrdDUxEAEqIyIfZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbCBoZWFsdGggZGVwYXJ0bWVudCgAMh4QASIaDOfTVs91_UsIbtOIA4kyTdKjAgvLdr8lR-oyMhACIi55b3JrIGNvdW50eSBzYyBlbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsIGhlYWx0aCBkZXBhcnRtZW504AEA#rlimm=12963988743716987399
https://www.google.com/search?q=York+County+SC+Enviromental+Healthdepartment&oq=York+County+SC+Enviromental+Healthdepartment&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOTIJCAEQABgNGIAEMgoIAhAAGIAEGKIEMgoIAxAAGKIEGIkFMgoIBBAAGIAEGKIEMgoIBRAAGIAEGKIE0gEJMTM0MjhqMGo3qAIAsAIA&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8&lqi=Ci5Zb3JrIENvdW50eSBTQyBFbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsIEhlYWx0aCBEZXBhcnRtZW50SMKshtDlgICACFpAEAMQBBAFGAAYAhgDGAQYBSIueW9yayBjb3VudHkgc2MgZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbCBoZWFsdGggZGVwYXJ0bWVudJIBGHB1YmxpY19oZWFsdGhfZGVwYXJ0bWVudKoBhQEKCC9tLzBrdDUxEAEqIyIfZW52aXJvbm1lbnRhbCBoZWFsdGggZGVwYXJ0bWVudCgAMh4QASIaDOfTVs91_UsIbtOIA4kyTdKjAgvLdr8lR-oyMhACIi55b3JrIGNvdW50eSBzYyBlbnZpcm9ubWVudGFsIGhlYWx0aCBkZXBhcnRtZW504AEA#rlimm=12963988743716987399
https://des.sc.gov/
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/351/Building-Codes


1. Conduct a preliminary assessment of the property with a civil engineer

2. Site work can dramatically affect the cost to develop a piece of property 

A preliminary grading plan by a contractor or design professional may
be needed to estimate the amount of earthwork needed.

Will retaining walls be needed? 

3. Confirm what will be required for design and permitting

4. Be aware of the possible permitting requirements

Can my operations fit on the site? 

Zoning permits in your desired jurisdiction. 

Water and Sewer Extension permits.

Storm Water permit in your desired jurisdiction.

SCDOT Driveway permit. 

It’s advisable to have a pre-application meeting with the Planning and
Development Department for your desired zoning jurisdiction prior to
developing construction drawings. 

If the project includes a commercial building, the site must meet commercial
building code.

Consult with a professional surveyor for a design level survey. A full set of
construction drawings prepared by design professionals will be required. 

Is the site flat or hilly?

Are there streams or wetlands?

Is there adequate site access?

If a storm water control measure (i.e. pond) is required, what is the estimated
size and cost to construct and maintain?

18

Buying Undeveloped PropertyBuying Undeveloped Property

 

Be sure to prepare a preliminary
sketch or have a design
professional do so. 

https://www.catawbacountync.gov/county-services/utilities-and-engineering/water-sewer/
https://www.catawbacountync.gov/county-services/utilities-and-engineering/water-sewer/
https://www.catawbacountync.gov/county-services/utilities-and-engineering/water-sewer/
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/382/Stormwater-Plan-Review
https://www.scdot.org/business/permits.html
https://www.scdot.org/business/permits.html
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/351/Building-Codes
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/351/Building-Codes


YORK COUNTY

RESOURCE GUIDE 

Educational & Academic Resources

Entity & Organization Resources 

Academic organizations that can help start, grow, and maintain
your business, while also providing and teaching the future
talent pool for your workforce.

Organizations that promote the wellbeing and growth of York
County’s business climate, dedicated to helping your small
business thrive at every step of the entrepreneurial process.
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EDUCATIONAL/ACADEMIC RESOURCESEDUCATIONAL/ACADEMIC RESOURCES

Clinton College offers undergraduate programs in business,
liberal arts, and social sciences, equipping students with
practical skills in areas like management and marketing.
The College supports small businesses in York County by
providing a skilled workforce of students while also
fostering entrepreneurship through community
partnerships and service-learning projects.

Clinton College

(803) 327-7402 1029 Crawford Rd, Rock Hill

Winthrop University supports small businesses in York
County through resources, expertise, and networking.
With advanced academic programs, research, and
community partnerships, Winthrop fosters
entrepreneurship and workforce development. Small
business owners have the opportunity to collaborate with
a strategic academic institution York County has to offer.  

Winthrop University

701 Oakland Avenue Rock Hill(803)-323-2211

York Technical College offers a diverse talent pool across a
wide range of academic and trade disciplines. Through
specialized programs and hands-on training, York Tech
meets local business needs and supports small businesses
with workforce development, apprenticeships, and
entrepreneurial training. Its focus on practical skills makes it
a unique resource for business growth in York County.

York Technical College

(803)-327-8000 452 Anderson Rd S, Rock Hill

https://www.clintoncollege.edu/
tel:(803)327-7402
https://www.google.com/search?q=1029+Crawford+Rd%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.winthrop.edu/
tel:8033232211
https://www.yorktech.edu/
https://www.google.com/search?q=winthrop+university&sca_esv=5d466d0b992978df&ei=9zu_Z-jmE4jfwN4PvL_wwA4&ved=0ahUKEwiovoqG3OGLAxWIL9AFHbwfHOgQ4dUDCBA&uact=5&oq=winthrop+university&gs_lp=Egxnd3Mtd2l6LXNlcnAiE3dpbnRocm9wIHVuaXZlcnNpdHkyChAAGIAEGEMYigUyCBAuGIAEGLEDMg4QLhiABBjHARiOBRivATIFEAAYgAQyDhAuGIAEGMcBGI4FGK8BMgUQABiABDIFEAAYgAQyBRAAGIAEMgUQABiABDIKEAAYgAQYQxiKBUjuC1DZAVi1B3ABeAGQAQCYAWegAbMDqgEDNC4xuAEDyAEA-AEBmAIEoALaAsICChAAGLADGNYEGEfCAg0QLhiABBiwAxhDGIoFwgIGEAAYFhgewgILEAAYgAQYhgMYigWYAwCIBgGQBgmSBwMxLjOgB6U1&sclient=gws-wiz-serp
tel:803-327-8000
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a12dbbcb895443526906fd9043fec8b5703714d4dd671fd6010cdef501ed56d3JmltdHM9MTczODgwMDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=214ea775-d2d7-686c-2d52-b5fcd3fe699a&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9R3Jhdml0eSUyMENlbnRlciZzcz15cGlkLllOODczeDM1MzUxMTk3MzkxMTQ3MTM4ODUmcHBvaXM9MzQuOTI3Mjg0MjQwNzIyNjU2Xy04MS4wMjMxMzIzMjQyMTg3NV9HcmF2aXR5JTIwQ2VudGVyX1lOODczeDM1MzUxMTk3MzkxMTQ3MTM4ODV-JmNwPTM0LjkyNzI4NH4tODEuMDIzMTMyJnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1


info@yorkcountychamber.com(803)-324-7500 116 E Main St, Rock Hill, SC 29730

(803)-802-4300 1830 2nd Baxter Xing, Fort Mill, SC 29708info@yorkcountyed.com

(803)-323-2283 118 Thurmond Building - Winthrop University

York County Economic Development (YCED) is the lead
organization responsible for recruiting businesses, retaining and
growing existing firms, and promoting and marketing York
County. YCED also assists in strategic initiatives across York
County that are focused on product development, workforce
development, infrastructure improvements and quality of life.

The SC SBDC advances South Carolina’s economic
development by providing entrepreneurs throughout
the state with no-fee consulting, affordable training
programs and access to an array of resources that can
help them expand or create a thriving business.

YCRC is the connection between your business and our
diverse, growing community. The Chamber supports
businesses through Advocacy, Leadership Development,
Member Engagement, and Workforce & Talent Development
—providing resources, connections, and opportunities to help
you capitalize on our region’s strengths.

York County Regional Chamber

York County Economic Development

Small Business Development Center

scsbdc@sc.edu
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ENTITY/ORGANIZATION RESOURCESENTITY/ORGANIZATION RESOURCES

mailto:info@yorkcountychamber.com
tel:(803)-324-7500
https://www.google.com/search?q=116+E+Main+St%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&oq=116+E+Main+St%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg70gEHNjQ4ajBqOagCBrACAfEF5LZaIi18bcc&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
tel:(803)-802-4300
https://www.google.com/search?q=1830+2nd+Baxter+Xing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&oq=1830+2nd+Baxter+Xing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBBzMzOWowajmoAgSwAgHxBS0XlFUYw5yS8QUtF5RVGMOckg&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:info@yorkcountyed.com
tel:(803)-323-2283
https://www.google.com/search?q=118+Thurmond+Building+-+Winthrop+University%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29733&oq=118+Thurmond+Building+-+Winthrop+University%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29733&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBBzI5OGowajmoAgWwAgE&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.yorkcountychamber.com/
https://www.yorkcountyed.com/
https://www.winthropregionalsbdc.org/
mailto:scsbdc@sc.edu


The Rock Hill Economic Development Corporation (RHEDC) is
a non-profit organization committed to representing the
business, educational, and community interests of the city
while promoting jobs and supporting growth. The principal
objective of the Corporation is to benefit the City
economically by fostering increased employment
opportunities and by expansion of business and industry.

803-329-7090 155 Johnston St, Rock Hill, SC 29730rhedc@cityofrockhill.com

(803)-771-0131 1100 Gervais St, Columbia, SC 29201

SC.GOV supports small businesses in South Carolina
by providing essential resources, information, and
tools to navigate state regulations. Through their
website, businesses can access licensing, tax, and
permit information, along with resources for
starting, growing, and managing a business. 

Rock Hill Economic Development

South Carolina SC.GOV

sc.gov
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The South Carolina York County Planning and Development
Center supports community growth by providing resources for
zoning, land use, and economic development. They assist
businesses and developers with planning, permitting, and
navigating local regulations. As a key local resource, they offer
guidance, services, and programs to promote sustainable
development and business success in York County.

York County Planning and Development

(803) 909-7200 18 W Liberty St, York, SC  29745jonathan.buono@yorkcountygov.com

tel:8033297090
https://www.google.com/search?q=155+Johnston+St%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&oq=155+Johnston+St%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBBzQ1OGowajmoAgawAgHxBTDu4TL-FYUe8QUw7uEy_hWFHg&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=155+Johnston+St%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&oq=155+Johnston+St%2C+Rock+Hill%2C+SC+29730&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUyBggAEEUYOdIBBzQ1OGowajmoAgawAgHxBTDu4TL-FYUe8QUw7uEy_hWFHg&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:rhedc@cityofrockhill.com
tel:(803)-771-0131
https://www.google.com/search?q=1100+Gervais+St%2C+Columbia%2C+SC+29201&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.rockhillusa.com/home
https://sc.gov/
https://sc.accessgov.com/sc/Forms/Edit/sc/0d1e69ca-e869-4cde-a5b8-227b02e6eab0/1
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/165/Planning-Development-Services
tel:(803)%20909-7200
https://www.google.com/search?q=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&oq=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgcIARAhGKABMgcIAhAhGKABMgcIAxAhGKABMgcIBBAhGKABMgcIBRAhGKABMgcIBhAhGKsC0gEHOTM4ajBqOagCBrACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&oq=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgcIARAhGKABMgcIAhAhGKABMgcIAxAhGKABMgcIBBAhGKABMgcIBRAhGKABMgcIBhAhGKsC0gEHOTM4ajBqOagCBrACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&oq=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgcIARAhGKABMgcIAhAhGKABMgcIAxAhGKABMgcIBBAhGKABMgcIBRAhGKABMgcIBhAhGKsC0gEHOTM4ajBqOagCBrACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
https://www.google.com/search?q=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&oq=1830+2nd+Baxter+Crossing%2C+Fort+Mill%2C+SC+29708&gs_lcrp=EgZjaHJvbWUqBggAEEUYOzIGCAAQRRg7MgcIARAhGKABMgcIAhAhGKABMgcIAxAhGKABMgcIBBAhGKABMgcIBRAhGKABMgcIBhAhGKsC0gEHOTM4ajBqOagCBrACAQ&sourceid=chrome&ie=UTF-8
mailto:jonathan.buono@yorkcountygov.com


The goal of the Gravity Center is to bring entrepreneurial
resources together under one roof. The Center’s primary focus
is to support mentorship, entrepreneurship, and business
startups by offering business incubation.

York County Gravity Center 
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BELL focuses on business development &
innovation, promoting economic independence, and
creating opportunities for Black professionals. Their
initiatives aim to increase access to economic
resources, and ensure the success of Black-owned
businesses in the region.

Black Economic Leadership League (B.E.L.L.)

572 John Ross Parkway, Ste. 107info@bellofrockhill(276)-318-3660

(805)-320-9342 Contact Gracity Center 153 S Oakland Ave

https://www.mygravitycenter.com/
https://www.mygravitycenter.com/
https://www.bellofrockhill.org/
tel:2763183660
tel:8053209342
https://www.mygravitycenter.com/about#contact
https://www.mygravitycenter.com/about#contact
https://www.bing.com/ck/a?!&&p=a12dbbcb895443526906fd9043fec8b5703714d4dd671fd6010cdef501ed56d3JmltdHM9MTczODgwMDAwMA&ptn=3&ver=2&hsh=4&fclid=214ea775-d2d7-686c-2d52-b5fcd3fe699a&u=a1L21hcHM_Jm1lcGk9MTA5fn5Ub3BPZlBhZ2V-QWRkcmVzc19MaW5rJnR5PTE4JnE9R3Jhdml0eSUyMENlbnRlciZzcz15cGlkLllOODczeDM1MzUxMTk3MzkxMTQ3MTM4ODUmcHBvaXM9MzQuOTI3Mjg0MjQwNzIyNjU2Xy04MS4wMjMxMzIzMjQyMTg3NV9HcmF2aXR5JTIwQ2VudGVyX1lOODczeDM1MzUxMTk3MzkxMTQ3MTM4ODV-JmNwPTM0LjkyNzI4NH4tODEuMDIzMTMyJnY9MiZzVj0xJkZPUk09TVBTUlBM&ntb=1


Will you hire employees or independent contractors? 
Access a list of local accountants here to provide you with guidance. 

What type of insurance do I need? 
Access a list of local agencies here. 

How do I find employees to hire? 
Look into the Chamber's Talent & Workforce Development programs.

How do I set up for Business Personal Property Tax?
Find out here. 

How do I obtain a Beer & Wine License - 
Alcohol Beverage Control Permit? 
Information can be found here. 

How do I open a Business Checking Account? Contact
any of our local financial institutions for help. 

How do I obtain funding? 
There are local grants or incentives available for you. 

South Carolina Councils of Governments (SC COGs)

Whenever possible, consider
supporting other local
businesses. 

Your patronage strengthens the
communities economy and
business climate as a whole. 
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When considering hiring a professional, make sure to do your own independent
research and exercise due diligence prior to enlisting their services. 

Frequently Asked QuestionsFrequently Asked Questions

https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=Insurance&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbXSwiUmFkaXVzIjoiMCJ9
https://www.yorkcountychamber.com/workforce/
https://www.yorkcountygov.com/157/Business-Personal-Property-Return
https://dor.sc.gov/tax/abl
https://business.yorkcountychamber.com/memberdirectory/Find?term=Bank&advFilter=eyJDdXN0b21GaWVsZFZhbHVlcyI6W3siSWQiOjEwODU4NiwiVmFsdWUiOltdfSx7IklkIjoxMTE1MjcsIlZhbHVlIjpbXX1dLCJDb3VudHJpZXMiOltdLCJTdGF0ZXMiOltdLCJDaXRpZXMiOltdLCJQb3N0YWxDb2RlcyI6IiIsIkNhdGVnb3J5VmFsdWVzIjpbXSwiUmFkaXVzIjoiMCJ9
https://www.sccogs.org/



